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The villages of Llangorse and Bwlch sit at
the foot of the Black Mountains within the
Brecon Beacons National Park. 

Whilst the landscape is dominated by
imposing hill tops such as Allt yr Esgair,
Cockit Hill and Mynydd Llangorse it is also
home to the largest natural lake in South
Wales, Llangorse Lake. I consider myself
very lucky to not only live in this area but to
also work in such stunning surroundings.

Llangorse Lake is not only famous for its
coarse fishing and watersports - what
makes this place even more unique, is the
fact that it’s home to the only example of a
crannog in Wales and England.

This leaflet has been put together by National
Park Staff along with businesses and residents
who want to protect and share the beauty
and interesting places where they live.

There are many places to explore in the area
and one of my all-time favourite places is on
the top of Cockit Hill. Quite often, particularly
on a nice summer’s evening, I will climb to
the top of the hill and just sit looking at the
view of Llangorse Lake with the patchwork 
of fields below and the Central Beacons
behind, including Pen y Fan, the highest
point in Southern Britain at 886 metres.  
For those looking for solitude and a quiet spot
to get away from it all this is well worth the
climb and quite a sight to behold.

Please ensure that you are properly
equipped for your walk with suitable
walking boots, warm waterproof clothing,
drinks and energy bars as the weather is
quite unpredictable in these parts.  
Stay safe everyone.

Jon Pimm ACMI
Brecon Beacons National Park Area Warden 

AWESOME WALKS
WELCOME

WELCOME TO LLANGORSE & BWLCH
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The Welsh version is without the ‘e’, but 
you will see it spelt both ways. When
Llangorse Lake is translated into Welsh
it is referred to as Llyn Syfaddan.

The Lake is renowned for extremely large
pike. However there is a rumour that the
Lake is home to Gorsey, the lake monster
who features in a poem as early as the
15th century by the Welsh bard Lewys
Glyn Cothi. If you see Gorsey, let us know!

Bwlch is a village with no vowels and 
means pass or gap. The Gate Shop in
Bwlch dates back to the 1700s when it
was a toll house. Anyone wanting to 
pass through the gap (Bwlch) in the
mountains had to pay a toll.

LLANGORSE 
OR LLANGORS? BWLCH



“ A circular route
from Llangorse 
Multi Activity Centre
to Llangorse Lake
taking you through
the village of
Llangorse. ”

GRADE Easy

WALK 5.75 km (3.5 miles)

ASCENT 120m (390ft)

TIME 1 ½ hours 

TERRAIN
Mixture of farm tracks,
tarmac roads and fields.
Seven stiles.  

CAR PARKING
Car park at Llangorse Multi
Activity Centre (LD3 7UH),
off the B4560. Parking is also
available at Llangorse Lake
Common, and at Llangorse
Youth & Community Centre. 

REFRESHMENTS
& TOILETS 
Café and toilets are available
at Llangorse Multi Activity
Centre and also on Lakeside
Common. There are two pubs
on the route: The Castle Inn
and The Red Lion.

LLANGORSE FIGURE OF 8
WALK 1
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You can start this walk from any point on the route. This
description starts at Llangorse Multi Activity Centre.

Park your car in the Activity Centre car park, then return
to the entrance      . Take a left and follow the road downhill
towards Llangorse. After a short distance, turn right along 
a gravel track towards Eligro. Follow the track until you
reach a small set of buildings in front of you at Eligro      . 

Take the gate on your right and walk along the bottom of 
a field, keeping the buildings on your left. After a short
distance, you will see two gates on your left. Turn left here
and walk past the pink house to re-join the gravel track, and
turn right. Continue to the end of the track until you reach
a minor tarmac road. 

On reaching the road, turn left and continue until you
reach a triangular grassed area upon which is a tree and a
seat      . Turn right at the triangle and follow the pavement
through the village until you reach The Castle Inn on your
right.

Just past The Castle Inn on the opposite side of the road
(and opposite the Old School), you will see a small gate      

and public footpath going between the houses. 
Take the footpath and follow the markers (please keep 
dogs on leads).

You will cross a stile and walk through two further fields.
Remember to follow the countryside code and leave gates
as you find them. 

Walk straight across the third field, keeping the fence on
your left, until you reach a small footbridge at the end
between the tall trees. Carry on across the next field
towards the buildings (the Lake is on your left). Cross the
stile onto the Lake Common      .

Here you can visit the Lake by taking a left, or join The 
Lake Trail by continuing straight on. Turn right to continue
this walk along the Common road passing Lakeside Café 
& Shop on your right.

On leaving the Common, take the gate next to the cattle
grid and carry on up the road until you reach a junction. 

A

B

C

D

THE ROUTE

E
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Here you should take a right onto the pavement leading to
the village. Walk past the Community Centre and Primary
School on the right, turning right at the end of the road.
You will now be walking back though the village, passing The
Red Lion on your right and the Church and The Castle Inn
on your left.

Continue through the village, passing the grassed triangle
on the left until you reach Lake View Close      .

Immediately before Lake View Close take the footpath 
on your left, over a stile. Stay on the footpath and climb
the next stile. 

Walk along the left side of the field until you reach a
further stile on your left. This leads to a small bridge and 
into an apple orchard. Turn right here and walk through the
next field until you reach two gates leading to a larger field.

Walk around the left edge of this field and continue past a
wooden hide and pond on your left until you reach a small
gate in the hedge      . 

On crossing the small watercourse behind this gate, take 
a right around the bottom of this field, passing a further
gate on your right.  At the far end of the field, you will
arrive at a set of two gates leading to a narrow tarmac road.
Turn left and follow the minor road to the Activity Centre
to finish.

IMPORTANT
Part of this route is a Pen-y-Bryn Farms Permitted Footpath. Pen-y-Bryn Farm is a
working farm so please keep to the footpath identified on the map and on the ground
with way-marking discs. Usage permitted during daylight hours only. Dogs must be kept
on leads around all livestock and horses. Permitted paths are closed for at least one day
each year. Please follow the countryside code.

G
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Damselfly Canada Goose Banded Demoiselle

Mallard Drake Lapwing Grebe

The south side of Wales’ largest natural 
lake is designated as a special area of
conservation and in early summer a
highlight to come and see are the flower
rich meadows. Some gems are the
southern marsh-heath and common
spotted orchids, devils-bit scabious,
yellow iris, meadow sweet and common
meadow rue. 

Watch out for the colourful dragonflies and
damselflies as they patrol their territory,
hunting down flying insects on the wing
like miniature flying aces. Dragonflies are
the bigger and more robust of the two, with
a powerful flight. They also have huge
eyes which seem to occupy their entire
head. Damselflies are smaller and more
lightly built with side-mounted eyes.

The Lake Trail walk will lead you through
these meadows to the Bird Hide at 

Llangasty where one can spend time
watching the bird life on the water. 

Look out for coots, reed and sedge
warblers and the elusive water rail. These
birds are very shy, hiding between the
reeds and if you are very lucky you might
spot them from the Bird Hide.

If you are taking your dog with you on the
walks please ensure that your dog is
under close control. You may come across
cattle, horses and sheep, so please keep
your dog on a lead on these occasions to
avoid upsetting the animals and also your
dog. Please clean up after your dog as the
faeces can be harmful to sheep and
children.

Llangorse Lake and Common is a very
special place. Please take all your litter
home with you.

LLANGORSE LAKE AND COMMON
A VERY SPECIAL PLACE 



“ The Lake Trail is a
family-friendly walk
around the western side
of Llangorse Lake from
Llangorse Youth &
Community Centre to
Llangasty Village Hall
and can include
Llangasty Church  ”

GRADE Easy (Stile Free)

WALK 7 km (4 miles)

ASCENT 40m (125ft)
Gentle rise from the Bird Hide

TIME 2 hours 

TERRAIN
Grassy paths and a short
tarmac section. Part of the
walk floods or gets boggy in
wet weather. The walk is
suitable for families. Dogs
may need to be kept on leads
if there’s stock in the fields. 

CAR PARKING
There is parking at Llangorse
Youth & Community Centre
(LD3 7TR), Llangasty Village
Hall and also at Llangasty
(below the Church) and at
Llangorse Common. 

REFRESHMENTS
& TOILETS 
Refreshments at Lakeside
Cafe and in Llangorse at two
pubs, The Red Lion and The
Castle Inn. There are public
toilets on Lakeside Common,
but these are possibly subject
to closure.

7

THE LAKE TRAIL
WALK 2



Take care along this short section of road before the road
opens out to the Common. Continue past the Café and
Shop and turn right at the display board        by the
footpath sign.

Walk across the Common and go over a narrow bridge.
Bear half left across the field to a kissing gate. In the next
field, head slightly right to find a small gate in a clump of
trees. Go straight across the next field passing two very
ancient oak trees on your right. After the small bridge, turn
left to cross the field to another gate. Straight across the
next field will bring you to a further gate – turn left after
this gate to visit Llangasty Bird Hide        overlooking
Llangorse Lake. 

The Bird Hide, opened by HRH The Prince of Wales in
2012, is constructed from traditional materials and features
a roof thatched with water reed from Wales.

THE ROUTE
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C

Travelling from Brecon, Llangorse Youth & Community
Centre (signed Community Centre) is on the right just
past a traffic calming restriction as you enter Llangorse. 
If travelling from Bwlch, turn left past The Red Lion onto
the road signposted to Brecon and then Llangorse Youth 
& Community Centre is on the left just before the traffic
calming section. Travelling from Talgarth turn right onto
the road signed for Brecon.

The route is way marked by green ringed posts, and
information boards are provided at various points along the
way. At Llangorse Youth & Community Centre there is a
children's play area and also picnic tables.  

Leaving the car park on foot at Llangorse Youth &
Community Centre        turn left to join the pavement and
then left onto the road towards Llangorse Lake. 

A
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From the Bird Hide head south to continue to Llangasty
Village Hall or turn left (east) to go to the Lake at Llangasty
and Llangasty Church      . Retrace your steps from
Llangasty Church or the Lake to the Bird Hide and turn
left (south) and follow the footpath past Tymawr Farm, to
continue to Llangasty Village Hall       .  The green ringed
posts follow the route from the Bird Hide to Llangasty
Village Hall.

Finally, to return to the start, walk back around the Lake
using the same path. If you are doubtful about the state 
of the path with regards to flooding, please enquire at
Lakeside Shop and Reception.
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“ This attractive walk
on Buckland Hill south of
Bwlch has extensive
views of the Usk Valley,
plus views of the Black
Mountains, part of the
Brecon Beacons and
distant views of the Sugar
Loaf Mountain  ”

GRADE Moderate 
(Stile Free)

WALK 3 km (1.85 miles)

ASCENT 80m (260ft)

TIME 1 ½ hours 

TERRAIN
Tracks and paths.  Can be
overgrown in places during
the summer. Occasionally
muddy. This walk is 
family-friendly, suitable for
All-Terrain Prams (ATPs) and
is dog friendly. Dogs may
need to be kept on leads if
there are horses on the hill.
Be aware that tree-felling
works may be in operation.

CAR PARKING
There is limited car parking 
at the start of the walk. 

REFRESHMENTS
& TOILETS 
None on the route.
Refreshments in Bwlch are
available at The Gate Shop 
& Café, The New Inn pub or
the nearby Beacons Farm
Shop at Middlewood Farm.
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Travelling from Crickhowell on the A40 there is a climb
up to Bwlch and the road passes the New Inn on the left.
The road continues past about 5 houses on the left after
which there is a turning on the left marked Buckland Hill. 

Alternatively, if travelling from Brecon on the A40, enter
Bwlch, pass the Village Hall and Shop on the left to the
brow of the hill where there is a right turn marked Buckland
Hill. This small narrow tarmac road leads to the start of the
walk. The tarmac road climbs and after a straight section
turns sharply to the right, where there is parking for one or
two cars beside a salt bin. Alternatively continue on a short
section of unmade road to an obvious turning circle where
there is parking for several cars       . At this location there is
a seat* looking west, with a fine view of Talybont-on-Usk
and the Usk valley.

Starting the walk from        take the forest track on the 
left going past the Kennels and continue through the
forest. There are several offshoots on the right but keep to
the track on the left. After just over a kilometre the track
turns to the left and arrives at a gate at the edge of the
forest . 

Pass through the gate (closing it behind you) and you are
now in open terrain with fine views. This land and the forest
is ‘open access land’. Turn left onto a wide grassy path that
follows the edge of the forest on the left with open views to
the right (east). The path climbs steadily for a short section
before becoming easier and leading back (north) to a gate

, which is a short distance from the narrow tarmac road.
Turn left again to return to       . There are other paths on
this ‘open access land’ that can also be used.

* From here, in the distance, you can see Llangorse Lake
to the right. During the Ice Age, the Lake was much larger
with an outlet crossing the A40 and running across the
fields in front of you to the River Usk. Also in the
distance, the flat land in front of Talybont-on-Usk was
once an Ice Age lake, dammed by moraine across the 
river Usk in front of Buckland House.

THE ROUTE
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BUCKLAND HILL - THE BUCKLEBURY WALK
WALK 3



 

 
 

 

 

 

“ A short walk from
Llangasty Village Hall
encompassing the
wildlife of Llangorse 
Lake from the Bird Hide,
then following on to 
St. Gastyn’s Church and
The Walled Garden Plant
Nursery  ”

GRADE Easy

WALK 3.6 km (2.2 miles)

ASCENT 60m (195ft)

TIME Allow 2 hours

TERRAIN
Tracks, paths and road. Three
stiles. Dogs may need to be
kept on leads if there is stock
in fields and on the road.

CAR PARKING
Car park at Llangasty 
Village Hall (LD3 7PJ), near
Pennorth.

REFRESHMENTS
& TOILETS 
Refreshments available from
The Walled Garden Plant
Nursery.
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Starting from Llangasty Village Hall car park , go back
onto the road and turn right. Take the first track on your
left leading to Tymawr Farm (signed). Just before the
entrance to Tymawr Farm, turn right along a track
bordering the garden wall. 

After a gate follow the track left downhill, through two
gates to reach the Bird Hide on the edge of the Lake       .
The Bird Hide, opened by HRH The Prince of Wales in
2012, is constructed from traditional materials and features
a roof thatched with water reed from Wales. 

Leaving the Bird Hide go back through the two gates, then
turn left onto a boardwalk. Follow this through a gate into a
wood, over a stream and another gate. Continue straight
through two fields, keeping Llangorse Lake on your left.

On reaching a small car park, turn right onto a narrow 
gravel road until you reach St. Gastyn’s Church on your 
left       . Church registers date from 1718. However, the 
present Church was re-built in 1848-50 and is a fine 

example of Victorian restoration. The Church is normally
open and has easy access.

Continue along the road past a farm on your left then take
a footpath with a stile on your left (if you reach the
entrance to Llangasty Retreat House on your right you
have gone too far). Follow the left hedge for 50 metres to 
a stile in front of you. Follow the right hand hedge until you 
go through the second gate on your right. Walk the middle
of the field to the top left corner and go through the gap. 
Go diagonally across to the left of the barns to a hidden
stile in the corner. Go onto a track and turn right. On
reaching the road turn right       .

You will walk past The Walled Garden Plant Nursery and
the Victorian Gothic Treberfydd House on your right. The
Plant Nursery is set in the old walled garden of Treberfydd
House and specialises in hardy plants grown in Wales.
Refreshments are also available, so why not call in?
Continue along the road to arrive back at Llangasty Village
Hall on the left, and your car.

THE ROUTE

LLANGASTY STROLL
WALK 4
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Most walks will offer fine views over
Llangorse Lake but as you gaze at the
tranquil view it is hard to imagine its
more violent past - The Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle records that in AD916
Æthelflaed, 'Lady of the Mercians', sent
an army into Wales three days after the
murder of Abbot Ecgberht and his
companions. 

The army destroyed Brecenanmere (the
Anglo-Saxon name for Llan-gors Lake)
and captured 'the king's wife and thirty-
three other persons'. This record of an
attack probably refers to the crannog,
and the capture of the wife of king
Tewdwr ap Elisedd. During excavation, 
a charred, burnt layer was uncovered 
- probably representing this attack.

The Bucklebury Walk takes its name 
from a strong possibility that J R R Tolkein
visited the area during the 1940s to 
write a section of Lord of the Rings. 
His friend Fred from Tredegar appears 
as Fredegar and Crickhowell turns up as
Cric Hollow. 

Buckland which as the book describes, 
does lie on the east of the river and
became the residence of the strange
Bucklebury’s and childhood home of
Frodo Baggins. 

A researcher from New Zealand for the
film production of Lord of the Rings
produced a photo record of all the places
connected with the book. The conclusion
was that Buckland was the real
inspiration. Just imagine J R R Tolkein’s
thoughts as you perhaps walk in his
footsteps.

Up and Over: The Allt takes you to the top
of The Allt  which is full of history. Part of
this route is along a Roman road that
crowned the ridge, passing through an
even older Iron Age fort. The Allt House,
now a ruin, was a gamekeeper's cottage
until the early 20th century. Paragon
Tower, a most peculiar circular shooting
lodge, now a ruin, is thought to have
been the scene of many Regency period
wild parties.

WALKS 
WITH SECRETS 



“ An energetic hill 
walk offers 360-degree
views of the Usk Valley
and Llangorse Lake.
The walk passes the
Victorian Paragon Tower
and the ramparts of an
old Iron Age fort  ”

GRADE Energetic
(Stile Free)

WALK 7 km (4.35 miles)

ASCENT 250m (820ft)

TIME 2 ½ hours 

TERRAIN
Tracks and open hill. Can be
overgrown in the summer.
May be muddy. 

CAR PARKING
Car park at Beacons Farm
Shop (The Welsh Venison
Centre) (LD3 7HQ).
Alternative start point and car
park at Llangasty Village Hall
(LD3 7PJ).

REFRESHMENTS
& TOILETS 
Refreshments are available 
at Beacons Farm Shop.

UP AND OVER: THE ALLT
WALK 5
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Park at Beacons Farm Shop near Bwlch       . Walk back
down the drive and on reaching the tarmac road turn
sharp right where you will find a small gate leading onto a
track. Follow this track uphill to reach a gate straight
ahead and into a field (ignore all side gates). 

Head uphill following the left hand edge of the field. Go
through another gate and carry on between a wall on your
right and a fence on your left. At the end of the wall,
continue a short way to meet a track crossing       . Take the
left path to a gate and follow the path ahead. It passes a
ruined house on the left and continues ahead to another
gate. Continue to a further gate where you immediately
bear left (downhill) on a wider track. Coming to a signed
cross-track turn right (to Pennorth). Follow this with a
fence on your left. 

At a disused fence post take a small path that bears right
off your main path. Follow this to a ruined building, the
Paragon Tower       .

After viewing the ruins, retrace your steps back to the main
path and turn right. Follow this to a gate then continue
across the field on a very narrow path, which bears right
and drops to a small metal gate. Don’t go through the gate
but turn right around to face uphill       . You will see two
paths: horses/bikes to the left and pedestrians to the right.
Follow this right-hand path as it winds uphill through gorse
and undergrowth. Just before a gate you will see the large
earthen ramparts of the Iron Age fort on your right       . 

Go through the gate and follow the path to the summit of
the Allt       .

There are several good viewpoints on your way up, so stop
for a breather and enjoy them. To your left is Llangorse
Lake, Mynydd Llangorse, Mynydd Troed and the Black
Mountains. To your right is Talybont-on-Usk village, 
Tor-y-Foel and the central Brecon Beacons.

At the summit there are information boards and stone
seats either side of a wall. When you are ready, carry on
downhill keeping the wall on your left and go through a
gate. Carry on with the wall and a forest on your left until
you meet the track crossing you met earlier       . Turn left
and go through a gate into a field. Continue downhill with a
wall on your left and when the wall ends keep to the right of
a ruined building. 

You will soon reach the gate onto the track you first walked
on. Follow this track down to the tarmac road and take the
Beacons Farm Shop driveway back to your car and a well-
earned cup of tea.

Alternative Start Point:
An alternative start point with parking is available at
Llangasty Village Hall       . Walk up the rocky lane, turning
left at the top then take next small gate on your right.
Walk uphill keeping the fence on your right. You will join
the circular route at       .

THE ROUTE
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Don’t worry if you haven’t had time to
organise a packed lunch or want to eat
out in the evening because Bwlch and
Llangorse have a variety of eateries
which offer a real local taste. 

BWLCH

The Gate Shop is open seven days a
week and sells a good range of food and
drink, sandwiches, newspapers and also
has a post office and small café. Look out 
for the local bread and free range eggs.
01874 730492.

The New Inn pub opens seven days a
week and offers Welsh ales and fresh
homemade food, 01874 730215.

The Welsh Venison Centre and Farm
Shop offers a huge range of local food,
drink and gifts. They can also serve you
with coffee and cake. 01874 730929.

LLANGORSE

Llangorse Multi Activity Centre’s Base
Camp Café serves a variety of meals 
and locally made cakes. 0333 600 20 20.

The Red Lion pub offers food and Welsh
ales, plus it has a large beer garden at
the back. 01874 658825.

The Castle Inn has an extensive chalk
board menu, plus some great Welsh ales
and a covered seating area outside.
01874 658819.

Lakeside Bar open from Easter until
October. Hidden gem. 01874 658226.

Lakeside Café is not open all year round
but from Easter to October it is in full
swing. 01874 658170.

Lakeside Shop provides a wide range 
of supplies from fishing nets to baked
beans. 01874 658226.

LLANGORSE ACTIVITIES
Try some great activities in Llangorse
and take away some memorable
experiences.

Llangorse Multi Activity Centre A huge
indoor climbing centre which opens all
year round and closes at 10pm. Pony
trekking from the Centre offers
opportunities for beginners and the more
experienced. Open all year. In the
summer try the Sky Trek aerial zip wire
chellenge. 0333 600 20 20. activityuk.com

Ellesmere Riding Centre offers half day 
and full day treks plus longer trekking
experiences from 2-3 days to a full week.
Open from Easter until October. 01874
658252.

Llangorse Lake boat hire Rowing boats,
kayaks, canoes, pedaloes, sailing and
fishing boats available to hire. 01874 658226.

LLANGORSE 
& BWLCH 
FOOD & DRINK



“ Both optional circular
walks provide views of
Llangorse Lake and the
Brecon Beacons. On the
return leg after passing
the Trig Point, Mynydd
Troed can be seen ahead
in the distance  ”

MYNYDD LLANGORSE 
WALK 6

19

GRADE Energetic. 
(Walking boots and
waterproof clothing
recommended.)

DIRECT 9.5 km (5.9 miles)

ASCENT 350m (1,150ft)

TIME 3 hours

ALTERNATIVE

12 km (7.5 miles)

ASCENT 390m (1,300ft)

TIME 4 hours

TERRAIN
Minor roads, gravel tracks,
paths, open hill and moorland.
Steep ascents & descents.
Sheep on the hill requiring
dogs to be kept on leads.

CAR PARKING
Car park at Llangorse Youth
& Community Centre
(Village Hall - LD3 7TR).

REFRESHMENTS
& TOILETS 
2 pubs - The Red Lion and
The Castle Inn. Café and
toilets at Llangorse Multi
Activity Centre.



Walk out of Llangorse Youth & Community Centre
and turn right. After 100 metres, turn right again onto
the B4560.

Walk through the village passing The Red Lion, the Church
and The Castle Inn and continue until reaching a triangular
grassed area upon which is a tree and a seat. Turn left here
and follow this minor road uphill passing the Plas Farm, Tai
Canol, Ty-mawr and Acorn Adventure Centre.
Immediately after ‘Acorn’, turn right along a gravel track.
Just before a pink house (Eligro) turn left and go through a
gate. Turn right at the gate and follow the lower edge of the
field around buildings. Re-join the original gravel track and
continue along it until you reach a minor tarmac road.

Turn left here and walk along the road and after a short
distance turn right and into the Llangorse Multi Activity
Centre car park. Walk part way through the site. On the
left, just short of the Cafe & Reception sign and at an
ornamental lamppost, proceed up a sloped walkway to a
stile. Climb over and cross a small field to another two stiles
and into a larger field. Head uphill and across this larger
field towards a big tree at the top, behind which is a gate. 

Climb over the stile to the left of the gate. Cross over
another stile and follow a gully uphill along a line of double
fencing, to the top of the gully.

At this point, you will see a gate on your left. This is the
entrance to a small field at the top end of which is a former
Shepherd’s cottage that has been renovated to
commemorate the life of Kevin John Thomas who tragically
died whilst, in 1998, rescuing a child from a fast flowing
river. 

Take time to view this memorial (a torch would be useful to
read the inscriptions over the cottage fireplace). Back on
the gravel path, cross a small stream and continue for 200
metres.

At this point you have two options: the more DIReCT
route to the summit involves a steep uphill climb. The
ALTeRNATIVe route through a forest is longer but
climbs more gradually.

DIRECT: Trig Point Walk 

At the second big tree on your left       , start to climb
diagonally uphill and follow this steep narrow grassy incline
(slippery when wet) through bracken, to a fence and a stone
wall. Turn left and continue uphill along the line of the stone
wall. Carry straight on at the end of the wall towards the
Trig Point (506 metres in height), passing a small tarn
(pond) on your left.  At the Trig Point turn left and follow
the ridge of Mynydd Llangorse to       . 

ALTERNATIVE: Trig Point Walk 
via forest, Cwm Shenkin and cairn

At the second big tree on your left       , continue to 
walk down the gradually sloping path with bracken on 
your left. Go through a gate sign posted as a Mountain
Bike route. Please shut all gates behind you. Carry on 
along the contour to a second gate and continue to a 
third gate. You will see Cathedine Fawr farm below on 
your right. Continue along the line of the fence.

At a post marked Public Bridleway, follow the path 
left uphill through the forest to a further gate marked
Public Bridleway and British Horse Society Long 
Distance Route. Continue to another gate, into a field 
and on to Cwm Shenkin farmhouse, on the right. Go
through another field to a gate then walk diagonally uphill.

At a wooden signpost on your right, follow a gradual 
slope further uphill bearing left through more bracken.
Upon reaching a cairn, turn left along a wide track for 
some 700 metres. Bearing left, continue the gradual 
climb to the Trig Point (506 metres in height). Continue
straight, following the ridge of Mynydd Llangorse to       .

On reaching the end of the ridge        follow the path as it
rapidly descends Cockit Hill to a minor tarmac road. Turn
left and follow the road downhill for 950 metres, passing
farm buildings on your right. At the second fork in the road

, turn left then take the second gateway on your right
into a field. Follow the footpath around the left hand edge
of this field, then the right hand edge of the larger field
below until you re-join the tarmac road next to the Acorn
Adventure Centre.

THE ROUTE
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Note:At point        you may prefer to continue down the
minor tarmac road to Llangorse Village.

Follow the road down to Llangorse Village, remembering to
turn right at the triangular grassed area, onto the B4560.
Return to Llangorse Youth & Community Centre to
complete your circular walk.

IMPORTANT
Part of this route is a Pen-y-Bryn Farms Permitted Footpath. Pen-y-Bryn Farm is a
working farm so please keep to the footpath identified on the map and on the ground
with way-marking discs. Usage permitted during daylight hours only. Dogs must be kept
on leads around all livestock and horses. Permitted paths are closed for at least one day
each year. Please follow the countryside code.

MYNYDD LLANGORSE 
WALK 6
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Looking for another Awesome Walk? Pick up the Llangorse & Bwlch area guide
(pictured) and follow the 12 mile ‘Bwlch with Altitude’ circular walk around Llangorse
Lake. There are plenty of things to see and do along the walk. 

Each year the Bwlch with Altitude Challenge is organised for teams to enter and
discover answers to a picture quiz. Check out the date on
www.aroundllangorselake.co.uk

Visit St Gastyn’s Church at Llangasty which is always open and a perfect location 
for a picnic with views over the Lake. 

Take a compass, Ordnance Survey Map or a GPS 
to find some of the four geocaches located on the
route. Leave a geocoin or geobug with a mission 
to achieve and see how far it travels. Further
information about geocaching see
www.geocaching.com

Read about the history and geology of the
landscape on the visitor information boards 
located on the walk.

Visit St Paulinus Church at Llangorse which is
almost half way on the route and leave a note 
in the visitors’ book to mark your journey. 

Pack your camera too. The walk circles 
Llangorse Lake with panoramic 360 degree
views of not just the Lake but the Black 
Mountains range and the Brecon Beacons.

ANOTHER 
AWESOME WALK!
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“ A strenuous walk 
with fantastic views of
most of the Brecon
Beacons National Park,
including the highest
peak (Pen-y-Fan),
Llangorse Lake and the
Black Mountains  ”

GRADE Strenuous.
For experienced walkers 
with a good level of fitness.
Waterproof clothing, walking
boots and map reading skills
essential (use Ordnance
Survey OL13)

WALK 17.5 km / 11 miles

ASCENT 850m (2,800ft)

TIME 7 hours

TERRAIN
Lanes, open hill and
moorland. Steep ascents and
descents, some rough ground.
Can be muddy and
overgrown. Seven stiles.
Suitable for fit dogs on a lead
- sheep throughout the walk.

CAR PARKING
Car park at Llangorse Multi
Activity Centre (LD3 7UH),
off the B4560 one mile from
Llangorse village

REFRESHMENTS
& TOILETS 
Café and toilets are available
at Llangorse Multi Activity
Centre. None on the route

THREE PEAKS WALK
WALK 7
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This walk starts from the car park at Llangorse Multi
Activity Centre       . Leave the car park and walk back to
the entrance. Turn right and walk up the narrow tarmac
road. 

Immediately after the second gate turn right and follow a
gully uphill. Continue over a stile to a second stile (with a gate
alongside). Go immediately over a third stile and follow the
gully bearing slightly right at the top to keep the restored
Shepherd’s cottage on your left       .

The Shepherd’s cottage has been renovated to
commemorate the life of Kevin John Thomas who tragically
died whilst, in 1998, rescuing a child from a fast flowing
river. Take time to view this memorial (a torch would be
useful to read the inscriptions over the cottage fireplace).

Continue on the flat for approximately 200 metres until
you have the fence corner and a large tree on your left       .
Just past the tree take a narrow path that goes diagonally
uphill to a stone wall. Turn left and continue uphill (passing a
pond on your left) to the Trig Point of Mynydd Llangorse
(506 metres in height)       .

Turn left and follow the widest track ignoring all turns all the
way along the ridge. On reaching the end of the ridge
follow the path as it rapidly descends Cockit Hill to a minor
tarmac road with a gate opposite. 

Go through the gate and proceed directly up the very steep
hill in front of you. After several false summits you will reach
the Trig Point of Mynydd Troed ( 609 metres in height)       .

Turn right on to a small path passing between two ‘hollows’
that becomes a double track heading along the ridge. After
2 kilometres, at the end of a small spur, the path drops
sharply until reaching a plateau with small trees at the edge.
Turn sharp right here        and follow a good path eventually
dropping to the fence line.

Continue in the same direction along the fence line. 
On reaching the fence corner with the fallen tree, turn
sharp left downhill keeping close to the fence line until you
come into a corner. This path could be overgrown with
bracken. Go through one gate and immediately right
through another gate and go down the field keeping the
row of trees on your left.

Go through the small gate and on to a narrow tarmac road.
Turn left then take the turning on your right. Follow this
road downhill then up through a farmyard to reach a 
T-junction. Turn right along the track. Go through a gate
and turn immediately sharp left towards the hill.

Follow this path to the corner of the fence line, then take 
a track that leads diagonally uphill and eventually zigzags to
reach a large cairn near the top of Pen Tir. 

Keep going until meeting the main ridge track where you
turn right       . Take the first track to the left that winds
along the side of the hill until it meets a large track. Turn
left and continue to a cairn at a crossroads and fence
corner, where you turn right. Go along until a fence corner
is on your left then descend the hill diagonally right to a
gate. Go through the gate and straight across the field to a
‘gap’ above Cwm-Shenkin farmhouse and follow the path
to a small gate into a forest       . Follow the path down,
straight across a track and along the forest edge to a small
gate.

Continue above the field boundaries through two more
gates to reach the restored Shepherd’s cottage on your
right. Follow the gully down to a stile, across a track to
another stile. Keep left here and follow the field downhill
keeping a large tree to your right to find a stile. Continue
down the next field to a further stile keeping to the left of
an enclosure. Follow the path in between chicken pens to
reach Llangorse Multi Activity Centre  to complete your
walk.

THE ROUTE
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GRID ReFeReNCeS
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Use of Ordnance 
Survey map OL13 
is recommended.

Available to purchase
from outlets in

Llangorse & Bwlch.



The Countryside Code Respect - Protect - Enjoy
• Be safe plan ahead and follow any signs 
• Leave gates and property as you find them 
• Protect plants and animals and take your litter home
• Keep dogs under close control
• Consider other people
Follow the Countryside Code wherever you go. You will get the best out 
of the countryside and help to maintain it for the future.
The purpose of this booklet is to promote tourism. 
The maps in this booklet are covered by © Crown copyright and database rights 2015 Ordnance Survey 0100019322. 
You are not permitted to copy, sub-licence, distribute or sell any of this data to third parties in any form.

Photos © Crown copyright (2015) Visit Wales, Brecon Beacons National Park Authority. 
© Copyright (2015) Nanette Hepburn, Nigel Forster, Hazel Price, Mike Featherstone, Ryan Thomas.
Produced in 2015 by Discover Llangorse & Bwlch and the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority.
Design touchdowndesign.net
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EXTRA WALK BWLCH WITH ALTITUDE!


